
MINUTES
RETIREMENT AND INDEPENDENT ENTITIES INTERIM
COMMITTEE
Thursday, June 20, 2019|7:30 a.m.|210 Senate Building

Members Present:
Sen. Wayne A. Harper, Chair
Rep. Craig Hall, Chair
Sen. Lincoln Fillmore
Sen. Keith Grover
Sen. Karen Mayne
Sen. Todd Weiler
Rep. Susan Duckworth
Rep. Jefferson Moss
Rep. Lee B. Perry
Rep. Marie H. Poulson
Rep. Adam Robertson

Members Absent:
Sen. Gene Davis
Sen. Daniel Hemmert
Rep. Lawanna Shurtliff
Rep. Logan Wilde
 
Staff Present:
Ms. Sarah J. Balland, Policy Analyst
Mr. Peter Asplund, Associate General Counsel
Ms. Shannon C. Halverson, Associate General
Counsel
Ms. Sidnee Bailey, Administrative Assistant
Ms. Cassidy Hansen, Administrative Assistant

Note: A copy of related materials and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

Rep. Craig Hall called the meeting to order.

Rep. Hall assumed the chair.

1 . Committee Business

Peter Asplund, Associate General Counsel, Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel, briefly introduced the
updated Independent Entities Guide for 2019.

1c - Independent Entities Guide

Julie Humberstone, Policy Analyst, Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel, discussed new rules and
interim study items.

1d - RIE Interim Study Items

MOTION: Sen. Wayne A. Harper moved to adopt the study items as presented The motion passed with a vote
of 8 - 0 - 7.

Yeas-8 Nays-0 Absent-7
Rep. S. Duckworth
Sen. L. Fillmore
Rep. C. Hall
Sen. W. Harper
Sen. K. Mayne
Rep. M. Poulson
Rep. A. Robertson
Sen. T. Weiler

Sen. G. Davis
Sen. K. Grover
Sen. D. Hemmert
Rep. J. Moss
Rep. L. Perry
Rep. L. Shurtliff
Rep. L. Wilde

MOTION: Sen. Todd Weiler moved to approve the November 26, 2018 meeting minutes. The motion passed
with a vote of 8 - 0 - 7.
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Yeas-8 Nays-0 Absent-7
Rep. S. Duckworth
Sen. L. Fillmore
Rep. C. Hall
Sen. W. Harper
Sen. K. Mayne
Rep. M. Poulson
Rep. A. Robertson
Sen. T. Weiler

Sen. G. Davis
Sen. K. Grover
Sen. D. Hemmert
Rep. J. Moss
Rep. L. Perry
Rep. L. Shurtliff
Rep. L. Wilde

2 . Overview of Retirement Systems and Plans

Shannon Halverson, Associate General Counsel, Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel, presented an
overview of retirement systems and plans.

2a - Retirement Systems Overview

Daniel Andersen, Executive Director, Utah Retirement Systems, presented updates to the Utah Retirement Systems.

2b - Utah Retirement Systems Update

3 . New Public Safety and Firefighter Tier II Contributory Retirement Study

Ms. Halverson, Associate General Counsel, Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel, provided an overview
of 2019 SB 129 and a brief introduction to the origins of the related uncodified study as well as relevant updates.

Michael Galieti, Executive Director, and Chris Walden, Sergeant at Arms, both representing the Utah Peace Officers
Association, expressed gratitude for 2019 SB 129 and explained the need for desirable retirement benefits to recruit
and retain quality law enforcement officers.

Gary Giles, Chief of Police, and Orem City Police, President of the Utah Chief's of Police Association, discussed the
importance of acquiring and keeping qualified officers.

Wayne Bradshaw, Director of Policy, Utah League of Cities and Towns, presented three potential funding sources for
the committee's consideration regarding the ongoing discussion of the 2019 SB 129 study.

Jamie Davidson, City Manager, Orem City, discussed the increasing need for safety officials because of the growing
population and the challenge of recruiting public safety officials with a limited budget.

Marty Peterson, Professional Firefighters of Utah, expressed appreciation for incorporating firefighter benefits in the
discussion on 2019 SB 129.

Dan Peterson, Fire Chief, Unified Fire Authority, suggested five discussion items for the committee's consideration
regarding 2019 SB 129 and 2019 SB 167.

Lincoln Shurtz, Director of Government Affairs, Utah Association of Counties, cautioned utilizing retirement as the
only human resources tool pertaining to retention and recruitment, as well as other retention and recruitment issues
the public safety and firefighter fields are facing.

Heather Anderson, Utah Association of Special Districts, discussed sustainability of the new plan created by 2019
SB 129 and asked for a one-time option to switch to the new system for those who began employment before it was
initiated.
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Mark Becraft, Fire Chief, North Davis Fire District, and President, Utah Association of Special Districts, reiterated the
difficult challenges that public safety officials and firefighters experience and expressed appreciation for the work
done by the committee.

Dee Larsen, General Counsel, Utah Retirement Systems, presented possible policy and budgetary options for the
committee to consider.

4 . Overview of Public Employees' Health Plans (PEHP)

Mark Brown, Business Operations Director, Public Employee Health Plans, presented an overview of PEHP health
plans.

MOTION: Rep. Marie H. Poulson moved to adjourn. The motion passed with a vote of 7 - 0 - 8.

Yeas-7 Nays-0 Absent-8
Rep. C. Hall
Sen. W. Harper
Rep. J. Moss
Rep. L. Perry
Rep. M. Poulson
Rep. A. Robertson
Sen. T. Weiler

Sen. G. Davis
Rep. S. Duckworth
Sen. L. Fillmore
Sen. K. Grover
Sen. D. Hemmert
Sen. K. Mayne
Rep. L. Shurtliff
Rep. L. Wilde
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